IMPRESSIONS 2023
Annual Cultural Festival – 8th Edition
Theme: नवरस – A Mosaic of Expressions
Impressions 2023 marked the 8th edition of the annual cultural festival of COEP Technological University, Pune. The fest was held from 17th to 19th December 2023 at the COEP Technological University campus, transforming the institute into a vibrant hub of art, culture, and creativity. With a legacy of celebrating diverse artistic expressions, Impressions continues to provide students with a dynamic platform to showcase talent across multiple cultural domains.
The theme for Impressions 2023, 'Navras: A Mosaic of Expressions', was inspired by the nine fundamental emotions that define the human experience — love, joy, anger, compassion, courage, fear, wonder, disgust, and peace. These emotions were reflected across performances, competitions, and artistic showcases, making the fest immersive and emotionally resonant.

Pre-Fest Events & Workshops

You Grow Girl! – Interactive Outreach Session
As the first pre-fest event, You Grow Girl! featured an interactive session with Ms. Navya Naveli Nanda, entrepreneur, social media creator, and founder of Project Naveli. The session focused on gender equality, women's empowerment, and cultivating a growth mindset among students, with L'Oreal-sponsored hampers distributed to all participants.

Teacher's Day Cultural Evening (Impressions x Spicmacay & Classical Music Club)
Impressions collaborated with the Classical Music Club to celebrate Teacher's Day through an evening enriched with classical music and cultural performances. The event paid tribute to educators, blending wisdom with artistic expression and creating a serene and memorable experience.

Garba Workshop
A lively Garba workshop featuring Pranali Doshi was organized to celebrate the spirit of Navratri. The workshop brought together students to experience traditional dance, culture, and collective joy.

Pottery Workshop
Conducted in association with Mindsight, this workshop introduced participants to pottery-making and clay modeling while emphasizing the psychological and meditative benefits of working with clay. The session included mindful activities and interactive feedback.

Marketing & Outreach Event
A musical evening featuring the band Rudraksh was organized in collaboration with Phoenix – Mall of the Millennium, with support from The Souled Store, helping expand the fest's reach beyond the campus.

Impressions TV – Episode 2
This episode highlighted the intricate process of Ganpati idol making, showcasing the skill, devotion, and craftsmanship of artisans through behind-the-scenes digital storytelling. The initiative bridged cultural heritage with modern content and reached a wider audience through YouTube.

Inauguration
Date: 16th December 2023
Venue: COEP Tech Main Auditorium
Chief Guest: Mrs. Urmilla Kothare – celebrated Marathi actress (Duniyadari, Guru, Asambhav, Six – Disney Hotstar)
The ceremony commenced with the screening of the theme reveal video, followed by speeches from the Impressions '23 Secretary, Faculty Advisor, Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, and Hon'ble Director Board of Students' Development. Mrs. Kothare shared her insights and experiences in the arts, setting a culturally vibrant and inspiring tone. The Secretary officially declared the festival open, followed by a special interaction session with the Chief Guest.

Flagship Event – Mr. & Miss Impressions
One of the most prestigious events of Impressions 2023, this personality competition evaluated participants on confidence, communication skills, stage presence, creativity, and overall personality. The grand finale was judged by Ms. Kashish Metwani, whose insightful evaluation added credibility and prominence to the event.

Social Initiative – MUSKAAN
A defining milestone of the 8th edition was the introduction of 'Muskaan: Creating Smiles, Crafting Impressions.' Rooted in the fest's philosophy 'By the Artist, For the Artist', Muskaan aimed to spread joy, compassion, and creativity while making a meaningful social impact beyond entertainment.

Competition Modules

Dance Module
1. Nrityangana – Classical and semi-classical dance performances. Judged by Arundhati Patwardhan and Tejaswini Sathe.
1. Heat the Beat – Street, hip-hop, and freestyle performances. Judged by Bleed (Saurab Banerjee) and Sameep Dhakne.
1. Swa(g)desi – Indian dance forms reimagined with a contemporary twist. Judged by the cast of Campus Beats.
1. So Duet – Synchronized duet performances. Judged by Deepika Soni.

Abhinay Module (Theatre)
1. Limelight – Solo acting performances. Judged by Debanjan Das and Priya Damle.
1. Suno Suno – Judged by Pradeep Vaiddya.
1. Artiskit – Short theatrical skits. Judged by Neha Shitole.

Shoutout Module
1. Andaaz-e-Bayaan – Urdu poetry and spoken word. Judged by Nisar Shaikh.
1. Anecdote – Storytelling performances. Judged by Guru Thakur, Pankaj Dubey, and Dr. Aditya Nighhot.
1. Taleteller – Expressive narration. Judged by Rachana Patil.
1. Verse-a-Tile – Slam poetry and spoken word. Judged by Jidnya Sujata.
1. Comiking – Stand-up comedy. Judged by Sarang Sathaye (BhaDiPa).

Music Module
1. Savaani – Indian classical and semi-classical vocal. Judged by Hrishikesh Ranade, Shubhangi Kedar, Kalyani Bondre, and Sanika Kulkarni.
1. Stay Tuned – Instrumental performances. Judged by Pandit Ramdas Palsule, Adwait Gadgil, Rishin Dharap, and Abhishek Borkar.
1. Poona-05 – Regional and urban music. Judged by Sagar Shetty.
1. Boots n Cats – Beatboxing. Judged by Sunil Suresh.
1. Bomb A Drop – Live DJing and electronic music. Judged by Trapperx.
1. High Current – Live band performances. Judged by Last Minute India.

Art & Craft (AnC) Module
1. Colour Splash – Expressive painting. Judged by Achintya Hazra.
1. Graphix – Digital art and graphic design. Judged by Phantasmio.
1. Doodly Doo – Imaginative doodling. Judged by Scary Ripper.
1. Cirkala – Mandala and circular art forms. Judged by Swati Garg.
1. Game of Shades – Shading and monochromatic artwork. Judged by Paintodontists.

Camera Module
1. LensArt – Photography and visual narratives. Judged by Nirvair Singh Rai.
1. ReelScapes – Short-form video storytelling. Judged by Debanjan Das and Priya Damle.

Professional Performances & Proshows
1. Stand-up comedy by Joel D'Souza – relatable observational humor connecting strongly with the student audience.
1. The Jogi Experience – A unique musical performance blending folk, devotional, and contemporary elements.
1. MTV Hustle Rap Showdown – Bringing the vibrant culture of Indian hip-hop and rap to the COEP campus.
1. Live concert by Nikhil D'Souza – A soulful finale that witnessed a massive turnout and left a lasting impression.


