COEP CULTURAL CLUB
One of COEP's oldest clubs, the COEP Cultural Club has a proud legacy of representing COEP Technological University and competing in state-level, university, and intercollegiate competitions. During AY 2023-24, COEP Cultural made significant efforts to elevate COEP Tech's fame and add to its accomplishments. The club can now proudly claim a history of winning 19 Firodia Karandak, 3 Purushottam Karandak, 1 Mahakarandak, and numerous individual awards. Most notably, the club made history by winning the 50th Firodia Karandak after a gap of 8 years.

Major Competitions & Achievements

1. 50th Firodia Karandak — WINNERS
COEP Cultural participated in the 50th Firodia Karandak 2024, one of the most prestigious intercollegiate drama competitions with a legacy spanning over 50 years, organized by the Socio-Economic Development Trust. The club's play 'Minko' (मिन्को) won the 50th Firodia Karandak — COEP's 19th Karandak title overall since 1974, and first in 8 years. The win was accompanied by 12 individual prizes:

Direction – 1st Prize — Pranav Jagtap
Script Writing – 1st Prize — Pranav Jagtap & Raghvendra Kulkarni
Acting – 2nd Prize — Preshit Gujar & Sarvesh Tikhe
Lights – 1st Prize — Harshal Kamble
Bass Guitar – 1st Prize — Pranav Datar
Flute – 1st Prize — Aneesh Phatak
Drums – 2nd Prize — Abhishek Babar
Electric Guitar – 1st Prize — Priyaaditya Kar
Gond Art – 1st Prize — Anushka Kadam
Pixel Art – 1st Prize — Anushka Kadam & Shreya Surwase
Aerial Dance – 1st Prize — Viddhisha Sagare
Sarvottam Vadyavrund (Best Orchestra) – 3rd Prize — Ninad Deo, Shreyas Kulkarni, Abhishek Babar, Adwait Kulkarni, Aashay Godbole, Pranav Datar, Priyaaditya Kar, Aneesh Phatak, Ansh Pandita, Devi Lavekar

2. Purushottam Karandak 2023
Date: 23rd August 2023
Venue: Bharat Natya Mandir, Pune
Play: Vilakha (विळखा) – Suspense Thriller, based on 'Pausatla Pahuna' by Ratnakar Matkari
COEP Cultural Club participated in the 58th Purushottam Karandak intercollegiate competition organized by Maharashtriya Kalopasak, Pune. The play 'Vilakha' was well appreciated by both the judges and the audience at Bharat Natya Mandir, Pune.

3. Bharat Karandak 2023
COEP Cultural participated in the Bharat Karandak intercollegiate one-act play competition organized by Bharat Natya Mandir organizers with the same play 'Vilakha'. The team bagged the following prizes:

Acting – 1st Prize — Mihir Mainkar
Lights – 2nd Prize — Harshal Kamble
Script Writing – Consolation Prize — Pranav Jagtap
Set Design – Consolation Prize — Set Design Team

4. Mood Indigo 2023 – IIT Bombay
Finals: 18th–21st December 2023
Pune Elimination Round: 28th October 2023
Cultural Club participated in Mood Indigo '23 organized by IIT Bombay — Asia's Biggest Cultural Fest. For the first time in COEP history, COEP became 'Mood Indigo Pune Multicity Champions 2023'. At the finals, the Dance Team achieved another historic first — making it to the TOP 6 performers in the Group Dance Competition among teams from all over India.

Qualified for Semi-Finals:
1. Music Vocals Solo – Dnyanada Khonde
1. Dance Solo (MI The Best) – Viddhisha Sagare
1. Group Dance – Desi Beats
1. Mono Strokes – Mrunal Antarkat, Aveena Dange, and Ajinkya More

Qualified for Finals:
1. Street Play Team – Aagaaz

5. Impressions 2023 (COEP Annual Cultural Fest)
COEP Cultural participated in various events and competitions at the Annual Cultural Fest and bagged the following prizes:

Saavani – Solo Music (Classical) – Winner — Devi Lavekar
Saavani – Solo Music (Bollywood) – Winner — Devi Lavekar
Saavani – Solo Music (Bollywood) – Runner-Up — Shravani Rithe
Stay Tuned – Instrumental Competition – Runner-Up — Aneesh Phatak
Solo Dance Classical – Winner — Eesha Ranade
Solo Dance – Runner-Up — Viddhisha Sagare

6. Spring Fest Eliminations – IIT Kharagpur
The Street Play Team participated in the Spring Fest Eliminations organized by IIT Kharagpur and secured 1st Prize, further cementing COEP's national presence in street theatre.

7. Karavaan 2024 – ISSER Pune
The Dance Team participated in Karavaan 2024 organized by ISSER Pune and bagged 2nd Prize in the competition.

8. Aarohan '24 – MITWPU and Amethyst Art Pixel – Army Institute of Technology
Art Maestro – 2nd Prize — Vinayak Yedle
Art Pixel – 2nd Prize — Vinayak Yedle

9. Other Competitions
COEP Cultural Club also represented COEP Technological University at various intercollegiate competitions including Dajikaka Karandak, Vedant organized by BJMC Pune, Swarrang '23 organized by SPPU, and Kurukshetra organized by FLAME University, Pune.

Events & Shows Performed

IEEE Pune Con 2023
Date: 15th December 2023
COEP Technological University hosted IEEE Pune Con 2023. The Cultural team organized a cultural event for IEEE members and faculty, featuring Bollywood retro songs, classical songs, and classical dance performances that were well appreciated by the audience.

MindSpark Cultural Night
As a major attraction of COEP's annual Technical Fest MindSpark, the Cultural Club performed a Musical Night followed by the full Purushottam Karandak play 'Vilakha' — the suspense thriller based on Ratnakar Matkari's story — which was enthusiastically received by the audience.

Alumni Association Show
COEP Cultural Club was felicitated by the Vice-Chancellor and COEP Alumni Association for the historic victory of the 50th Firodia Karandak. A special musical event was organized for all COEP alumni, which was greatly enjoyed and acknowledged.

Impressions 2023 – Inaugural Performance
In addition to competing in various events at Impressions 2023, COEP Cultural also performed classical performances at the Inaugural Ceremony of COEP's Annual Cultural Fest, adding cultural depth to the opening of the festival.

Faculty Proshow – Firodia Karandak Winning Play
Date: 2nd March 2024
Following the historic 50th Firodia Karandak win, a ProShow of the winning play 'Minko' (मिन्को) was arranged for all faculty, teaching, and non-teaching staff of COEP, celebrating the achievement with the broader institutional family.

i2i Valedictory Show
As part of the i2i Valedictory Ceremony, COEP Cultural performed the 50th Firodia Karandak-winning play 'Minko' to an audience from across Maharashtra. The organizing committee honored the team with a memento and medals for each performer.

Variety '24 – Annual Gathering
Variety is one of the major attractions of COEP's Annual Social Gathering (Antarang), where the Cultural team performs before a college audience and celebrates all the achievements of the academic year. It is a platform for artists to showcase their talent through Art & Craft, Dance, Music, and Anchoring, followed by MAD-ADS performed by the Street Play Team.


Club Details
Cultural Secretary: Dhananjay Sanap
Cultural Faculty Advisor: Dr. Preetam Selmokar

