COEP CHESS CLUB
About the COEP Chess Club
The COEP Chess Club is an enthusiastic and competitive group dedicated to promoting chess and fostering strategic thinking among students at COEP Technological University. The club actively participates in inter-collegiate, national, and international tournaments, while conducting regular in-house practice sessions across classical, rapid, and blitz formats. Structured training sessions focus on openings, middlegame strategy, and endgame techniques. The club also organizes internal tournaments, puzzle-solving contests, game analysis sessions, and public outreach initiatives to introduce beginners and school students to chess and its cognitive benefits.
Objectives 2025-26
1. To promote chess and strategic thinking among students of COEP Tech.
1. To represent COEP at inter-collegiate, national, and international chess tournaments.
1. To provide structured training in openings, middlegame, and endgame techniques.
1. To organize internal tournaments and practice sessions for skill development.
1. To conduct public outreach programs introducing chess to beginners and school students.
1. To foster a culture of competitive excellence and analytical thinking.
Tournament Achievements
1. AFMC Silhouettes
The COEP Chess Club secured 1st Place in both the Rapid and Blitz events at AFMC Silhouettes, demonstrating the club's competitive strength across multiple formats.
2. AICL 7.0 – Organized by IIT Bombay
The club reached the finals of the All India Collegiate Chess League 7.0 organized by IIT Bombay, finishing in 4th place and showcasing consistent performance at a national level.
3. India Collegiate Chess League
COEP's teams delivered outstanding results at the India Collegiate Chess League. COEP A and COEP B both secured 1st place, while COEP C finished as 2nd Runner-Up, reflecting the club's depth and strength across all participating teams.
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4. Collegiate Chess League (International)
COEP A secured 1st place at the international edition of the Collegiate Chess League, representing the university with distinction at the global level.
5. Flames Chess Championship 2025
The club secured 1st place at the Flames Chess Championship 2025, continuing its streak of competitive excellence.
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6. ZEST '26
COEP Chess Club had a highly successful run at ZEST '26 across all formats. In Classical, COEP A finished 1st and COEP B finished 2nd. In Rapid, COEP A finished 1st and COEP C finished 2nd. COEP A won the Rapid Relay event, and COEP A secured 2nd place in Blitz. In Solo Blitz, Soham Pokarna finished 2nd individually. The Girls Rapid team, COEP A, also secured 1st place.
7. Inter-Collegiate Rapid Chess Tournament – St. Mira's College, Pune
At the Inter-Collegiate Rapid Chess Tournament hosted by St. Mira's College, Pune, Ruturaj Dhotre secured 1st place and Tanmay Bihani secured 3rd place, reflecting strong individual performances.
8. West Zone Classical Inter University Tournament
The club participated in the West Zone Classical Inter University Tournament, finishing 12th among 82 competing teams — a commendable achievement at the inter-university level.
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Events Organized
The COEP Chess Club successfully organized all chess events at Zest '26, including Team Classical, Team Rapid, Rapid Team Relay, Blitz Team, and Blitz Solo events. All events were executed with meticulous planning and coordination within the span of three days, demonstrating the club's strong organizational capabilities.
Outcomes and Impact
1. Multiple 1st place finishes at national and international chess tournaments.
1. Successful representation of COEP at the India Collegiate Chess League and international editions.
1. Strong individual and team performances reinforcing the club's competitive standing.
1. Successful organization of all chess events at Zest '26 with efficient planning and execution.
1. Fostering a culture of strategic thinking, discipline, and competitive excellence.
Core Team 2025-26
Faculty Advisor: Prof. Sohan Barkale
Secretary: Soham Pokarna
Vice-Secretary: Sahil Malawade
Treasurer: Rajat Atgur
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